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EXACT RELATION, &c. ._.. 
| ;f T2204 Uh TR ae Tos G3 97 ni 
41 NeN1NCE my coming from Seal haveread che 
Is GW ſeveral Prints which have been publiſhed, and 
{> &8)} have alſo' in daily Converſation abour Town 
SF PRDPR obſervedthe yarious Reports: and Opinions 
w [NETIC 8 Be P> 2 DP di Eine 4 SY 
of Men, every. one diſcourſing as he ſtands 
affe&ed touching the Condudt and. Behayi- 
our of the ſeveral Squadrons of His Majeſties Fleet by Sea 
during this Expedition ; I perceive, that through the heat 
of mens manifold contradictions botk in Court and City, the 
ſtory of the whole matter is told onely as this and tother 
Faction or Aﬀection would have it; by which means the 
Truth of things hath been hidden from His Majeſty, and is 
like to be from the Parliament and People of Ezglexd, un- 
leſs there ſtand forth ſome faithful Relator. "Therefore, in. 
all Loyalty co my King, and with a moſt affectionate re- 
gard to his Service, that he and his Parliament may truly. 
underſtand where the fault lies, thatthey (after ſo great an 
® Expence'of Bloud and Treaſure) have reaped no greater 
fruit of logrand an Undertaking 3 I conceive it my duty, 
having had the opportunity to be an Eye-witneſs of every 
Mocion and Action from firft to laſt, and being no way 
obliged to favour or disfavour any-Party concerned there- 
in, to take Pen in hand, and give this clear account of the 


Buſineſs: Ee hy 
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But before Icome to matter of fac, it will be very con- 
venient/ to acquaint you with ſome particulars, the know- 
ledge whereof is abſolutely neceflary to gain a right un- 
derſtanding of the Subjedt here related 


Aﬀter a-continuation- of the War this laſt Summer. 


with the United Provinces had been Reſolved on by 
His Majeſty, the next thing to be thought on was 
the appointing a Commander in Chief over the Fleet that 
ſhould be (ent. forth; and concerningthe Perſon, though 


” z 


all Men judged the Employ ment'of Courſe might continue 
in the Hands of his Royal Highneſs the Duke of York , 
as Lord High Admiral of. England, .yet upon weighty 
Reaſons of State, it was at length thought beſt for the good 
of this Kingdom, which is my Conrernts in the ſafety 
of the Heir apparent of the. Crown 

Royal Highneſs thould' be excuſed from running any fur- 
ther the hazard of his Perſon in fo dangerous a Service; he 
having already too often Expoſed himſelf at Sea with high 
Courage and [Reſolution , and therefore His Highneſs 
Prince Rperr being. nominated, as the next fitteſt Perſon to 


e137 \# 2 4 #33 ifs 5:5 — KES-S Si Cioo#%3 5 a. *. Of. + 44.3 #39 > Ii. "8 3 
anderrake rhe, Command, His 'Majeſly was pleaſed. to 
reſolye thereupon. - And with this his Majefties' purpoſe 

Cle ti SHIE-bLQI707-- Ts TCO EG Gee I ELLEN FELT. 
there immediately enſued a marvellous Concutrenceof the 


Peoples Aﬀections in City & Countrey,(all overths King - 
dom) as well in Regard of the Royal Stock from whence 
His Highneſs ſprape, as if His high Courag 


f 


loyg Experience in, AﬀairsMillitary by Sea'and Land, in 
this, and many other Nacionsz* bir yer more in teſpetr of _ 


His tried Conſtancy to, . and zeal for the Reformed Proteſtant 


Profeſſion of Religids , and all the Tutereſts thereof, for the' 
ſake whereof He and,his Royal Family had long ſuffered. 
the urmoſt extremity : The Sctiſe 'wheteof wis that which 
chiefly drew the Hearts 'of the People 'to rejoyce in His 
Majeſties Aſfisnation of that moſt illuſtrious Prince ir 
being at ſuch a time'when the Parliament had taken Cog... 
nizance of the Confidence & Inſolence of the PopiſhP ## ty © 


many 


>rown , that at preſent His 


e, ConduR,and 


- , may.off which being crept inco places of-Truſt-and: Com- 
, mand, gave an univerſal jealoufic to the. Kingdom, | inf0- 
- much that his Majeſty and the Parliament ſaw it neceflary , 
for the breaking of their Strength and Confidence, to/puray 
| Univerſal Teft upon all men that held any publick Office or 
| Imploy by Sea or Land, in order to the removing of all ſuch, 
| as not ſubmitting thereto ſhould be found Pepyſhly Aﬀectea. 
ip ' Bur yet notwithitanding this general approbation and Ap- 
plauſe of the Commander in Chief, there were a Generati- 
on of Men of another mind, who having found all their Arts 
| and Endeavours-of diverting his Majeſty from his choice to 
__ -bein vain, tack'd about to the.old trick of State, of deviting 
how underhand totake off the chariot Wheels of the Prin- 
ces Expedition, and to clap on dead weight to retard him-, and 
ſo to handle thre Matter among all ſorts of Navy and Sea- 
Officers, that partly defe& of due preparation, furniture , 
and ſupplies might diſable Him, partly the ill timing of e- 
very. Requiſite, and finally the ſtarting of Intereſts, diſcol-. 
rtents,and little Feuds in the Fleer, might render the whole 
'Enterprize of no more Effe& than mightiuft. ſuic with 
cheir own ends, and if poftdle, bring back the Prince wit 
no more Vietory than what might pleaſe them ,- 8 their Ac- 
complices. In cr/er thereunto,it is worth the while to con- 
ſider how pat things were laid and fell out; for,, our Pre- 
| parations were {0 delay'd; that the Dutch got their Fleet our 
before us; and;afrer we w.erein part ready,it was towards 
the.end of 4pritbefore the Prince could get his Commiſſion; 
and Inſtru&ion to a& by them; ſo that the Dutch naving a. 
Deſigno fink Sinkers between the 1ddlr Grounds ro { poil 
the going of our Ships out and into the River, were very near 
the eff<Cting of it; and had done it, but that his Highrieſs 
ſuſpeQing it, with much induſtry gor together as many of 
SHE the 4th. and 5th. Rate Ships as he could, and ſome: Fire- 
Ships, with which he went quickly out , and defeated the 
Miſchief they intended. 


| 


Fl 


| Matters; 
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Matters being carried thus tardily by Friends at home, 
-the ſame ſpirit ſeern'd alſo to poſleſs our Contederates on 
.the Coaſt of Fraxce: ſo that there was the more. urgent 
neceflity for us to have doubled our diligence, and to have 
made all imaginable haſte 3 for we had certain intelligence 
that the French Fleet (being then at Breſt) would not ſtir 
from their own Coaſt till they ſhould hear that Ours were 
got into the Chanel z ſo that even then an 7 omen aroſe 
in our minds, that they in time of Action might fall ſhort 
of ſuch Alacrity as becomes ſo grand an Undertaking : 
- Eſpecially ſeeing we had at the ſame time intelligence alto 


thatthe Dutch were labouring night and day to augment 


their Fleet, and would grow ſtronger and ſtronger. every 
day, It being therefore neceſſary we ſhould joyn the. Frexch 
with all ſpeed, His Highneſs reſolving thereon, gavea high 
proofof his Courage in all attempts, to paſs in deſpight 
of the Enemy then riding nigh the G#pfleet y and of his 
Prudence, in ſo cleanly paſſing with the Fleet againſt the 
Wind through a Paſſage of ſo great hazard as the Nar- 
row. For which hazard (to the endangering of His Ma- 
jeſties whole Fleet) the Nation ows much to the contri- 
vers. of thoſe delays, which gave the Dutch opportunity 
to.reduce His Highneſs to the neceſlity of fo paſſing, if he 
meant to unite with the Frexch, Which brave Atchieve- 
ment of his ſtruck ſuch a terror into the Enemy, that they 
durſt not abide by it, but bore away to:their own Coaſt, to 
ride ſecure upon their Gnard within the Sands at Srhone- 
vel. 

Which gallant Action of His Highneſs deſerves fo 


much the ercater eſtimation, ſeeing never any Prince went 


forth upon a war for the Publick Good, and the Honour 
of any Nation, under greater diſcouragements ; For 
ſome Perſons of high Truſt under His Majeſty had ſach 
an Influenceupon Aﬀeairs, that when they could no long- 


_rhinder the iſſuing forth of His Highneſs Commiſhon, 
they took care ſo to.qualifie and curtail it, that they lefc 


him 
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him not power to make ſo much as one'Officet in the whole | 
Fleet, unleſs he could upon requeſt obtain the favourto to 


 do;ſo that Perſons were put upon him for Sea- Officers from 


whom (for the moſt part ) as he eould have no particular 
aſſurance of affe&ion to himſelf , ſo he was altogether un- 
acquainted , whether they had moſt Paith and Firmnels to 
His Majeſty and the Kingdoms Service, or to the Intrigues 
and Seryice of their own particular Patrons. ws 
Upon this account it was , That when the Prince' had 
pitched upon Sir Robert Holmes for Imployment under him, 
aSaman of tried Valour, Fidelity, and Exp:rience in Sea- 
fishts, and one that his Highneſs could ſafely Confide in, 
being one that from his Youth had been Educated in his. 
Highneſs's Family , it was ſo carried that he could by no 
means be admitred into any Command : and becauſe of 
ſome animoſity betwixt him and Sir Faward Spragg, that 
one point was made uſe of,as a pretence for the laying of him. 
alide,notwithſtanding the earneſt Endeavours of the Prince 
to have got his old Servant along with him , one whom he 
might ſurely have relied on. And to that end, his Highneſs 
had propounded ſuch wayes & means to reconcile the mat- 
ter, {0 as to make both of them uſeful to the-publick Inte- 
reſt, and to ſatisfte the Reaſon of all the Intereſted Ob- 


JeRors, if they had had a mind to be ſatisfied. 


Bur it ſeems by what fell our afterwards, that they had 
other work for Sir Edward'Spragg to do beſides fighting by: 
Sea;and therefore the ſacrificing of Sir Robert Holmes to Pri- 
vacy,and tie Jaying him afide from the opportunity of pry- 
ing intothe management of Sea-affairs, was a thing by them: 
judged on divers accounts at this time abſolutely neceſſary 
to their ends; for they had deterinined (as appears) to- 
ſend Sir Edward Sprazg, though Vice- Admiral of the Blew: 
Squadron, on a ſpecial Journey by Land to negotiate in the- 
Court of Fraxce (who furely is the firſt YVice- Admiral that 


_ ever went out of Zxzland to the French, to learn how to- 


Fight by Sea) where he was Graciouſly Received,, Highly 
_ Careſled,, 


A 


1a till after the rwo firſt engagements; w 


06) 


Cireſſed, and "thence Nobly Diſmiſſed (ſome ſay witha 


Fewel, &c. ) and all this ſo carried, that it was wit 


he tranſacted there. 
Nor was this all; for, to make ſure work yet further, ir 


was as cautiouſly provided, that his Highneſs might nor 


be crowded with too many Concerns; for, when His Ma- 
jeſty in his Royal Wiſdom thought fit to give him a Com- 
miſſion to raiſe a Maritime Regiment, which was to have 
been paid out of the Eſtabliſhment of 1reland by my Lord 
Ranelagh, they preſently caſt about how to fruſtaate this Or- 
der of the Kings, and thereupon offered ſo ſpecious Reaſons 


for it to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Tork, that he was 


thereby induced to divert his Majefties purpoſe in that mat- 
fer. - Sothere was an end of this Commiſſion. way 


And for the Chief Officers of his Highneſs's own Squa- 
dron, it muſt be remarked alſo, how he was accommodated 


( viz.) with Sir Fohys Harman for his Vice- Admirals 
which is not mentioned as if any fault could have been. 


found with Sir John Harman, if he had then been the 
Sir Fohz Harman he once was , (that is to ſay) the ſame 


Active man and Gallant Commander ; 'bur alas ! he was 
Sick when he went aboard, & there tryed by the leg in his 


Cabin with the Gout, not. able to ſtir either hand. or foor. 
The appointed Reer- Admiral of the Blew was Capt. Nor- 
borough , who being then abſent in the Streights, came not 

Fich otherwiſe 
might have occafioned ſome competition among the Offi- 
cers of the Fleet for that Place : For , though he were a 
goo! Seaman , yet there were many. others in the Fleet 
that were of better merit”, and longer Service; - and the 
offence that muſt have been given to others, had he en- 


joyned it, was taken off by putting. a Perſon of ſo great | 


O 


Quality as my Lord offory into the Place. His Highneſſes 


own 


out the 
-privity of. Prince Rupert , who perhaps knows, not-to: this 
- Minute, and no morethen his Majeſties does, what buſineſs 
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[74 
own Reer- Admiral, was Sir Fohn Chicheley,, a Perſon of 
Honour and Quality, yet but of late a Seaman : which is 
not ſaid with intent of Diminution, but only to give a clear 
account of things : For though a man may be of neyer ſo 
much merit in other Qualifications, yer if he be put upon - 


#y Office or- Employment, the leſs Experience he hath 


had therein, the leſs advantage he is like to bring to the 
Service. ws 

By theſe things it appears how the main Wheeles were 
clogged, and how fick the Officers muſt needs be, and 
how faint the hearts of the whole Flzer, to obſerve how 
they were dealt with upon fo important an occaſion, as a 
War for the Interet and Honour of the King and. Kiag- 
dom; eſpecially when they ſaw they wanted boch Work. 
men and Tools for the wort, ( that isto ſay) Seamen and 
Supplies. As for Seamen, It 15 to be noted, T hat though 
the Prince made it his Buſineſs to urge the getting of 
them betimes, Yet notwithſtanding all his ſoilicitations, 
the Order for impreſſing of Seamen could not be got till 
it was very late, ſo that it was the Month of March 
beſore the Preſs began, though in the precedent year it be- 
gan as carly as November. But though it was this year 
ſo late as arch, yet even then, matters were ſo carried, 
that it was impoſſible for his Highneſs to be ſufficiently 
Mann'd, ſeeing the Preſs warrants were of little effec, 
being Checkt by ProteRions which had before been granted 
ro Thouſands of Sea men and Filher-men, and Water- men 
that would have made good Sea-men. Nevertheleſs, his 
Highneſs abating no whit of his AﬀeQtion and Zeal for His 
Majeſty and his Nations Service, reſolved to break through 
all difcouragements ; and as -1ll accommodated.as he was, 
ſceing thz Datch Fleet were got out, braving it upon our 
Coaſt, did with all Expedition haſten forth to Sea; being 


fed at fleaſt, and ſet forward with ſome empty promiſes, 
That, Sca-men and Neceſlaries ſhould be ſent after him; 


which-proved at length tobe but x miſerable Slurr put upon 
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fo high = Commander "And '£ll "other thidgs miſerably | 


ſuited, when after ir dfew ont6 the Point-'6f Aion 3 as 
will appear in the enſuing part of this Relation- 
For, on the 27th day of May, which was the day before 


our firſt En eagement with the Eenemy;when his Highneſs 


perceived they would 'not admit of a Fight in fair Sea- 
room , but kept to their Advantage riding within the 
Sands at Schoxevelt, He according toa reſolve of a Coun. 
cel of War (His Majcfty ipreſent ) like a Magnanimous 
Prine, reſolved to Fight them in that very place, rather 
then permit them to wear away'theSummer with longer de- 
lays ; which they ſeemed mainly to intend : which is the 
higheſt proof of Courage, the like Aftion having never 


| been attempted in that ſtation before. -So all the Sands 


having been ſounded ſome days before, and it having been 
concluded at a Councel of War held oh Board the Roya/ 
Charles, to Attack the Enemy Riding there at Ancher in a 
Line between the Rand and the Stony Bank, his Highneſs on 
the 2$7h. day about g a Clock in the Morning Commanded 
the firing of a Gun, upon which we looſed our fore-top- 
ſail, and Weighed, and Hoifted the U »/07 Flagg on the Mi- 
zon Peck, which is the Signal to Sai) on towards the Ene- 
my. This was accordingly obeyed by a Sqoudron that was 
ordered out of the ſeveral Divifions of the Fleet, confiſt- 
ing in all of 35. Frigats, and 13. Firethips, who went with 
an eafie Sayl, the Wind at S. $.zy. In the mean while the 
Body of the French (all, except ſome who ftragling got 
into our Livifion. did indeed behave themſelves very gal- 


| lantly ) madelittle or no Sail, but kept in the reer of us, 


though they ſaw the Hollander firetch it to the North- 
ward. Then the Prince put forth the Rea Flagg on the 
Fore-topmaſt head; ſo all our Commaded Ships went a 


| head, andby 12. a Clock at Noon Engaped the Enemies 


Van, Commanded by Tromp : The Prince himſelfalſo En- 
paged two hours before the Frexch ; in which time we fo 


preſſed Tromp, that he was forced to give way, and retire 
: Es =: as 
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as far as the Sands would give him leave. Then the Count 


d Eftrees and theFrexch Squadron became at length Engaged 


with de Rayter : which proſpered not ſo well;for.they bore 
him not down, but rather left him. And de Rnyter, not 
to be behind with them in kindneſs, quitted them, and 
came to his Highneſs, whoſe Squadron being too near the 
Shore, was for that Reaſon neceflitated ro ftand the other 
way, to ſuch degree, that had it not been for fear of tl e 
Shoales, we had driven them into their Harbours, and given 
His Majeſty at that time a better account of them, not- 
withſtanding the 11] acccmmodations that we were under ; 

more particularly in the Reyal Charles, His Bighneſs's own 
Ship, which proved ſo Cranck-fided, and fetch'sd fo much 
Water in at the Ports, that her lower T ire of Guns could 
not be made uſe of, though it was a very caſic Gale thar 
we had during this Engagement ; the Iflue whereof was, 
That the Enemy had many Men flain,many Ships diſabled, 
and ſome deſtroyed ; Yea, and de Rnyter and Tromp muſt 
bave been burnt by our Fireſhips, had they done their Duty, 


We ſaw two Ships ſunk, The French ſay they ſaw one 


burnt, two diſabled, and three run aſhoar. The Loki on 
our fide was very inconfiderable, two of our Ships being 


only diſabled , viz. The Cambridge and Reſolation : very 


ſew Common Men were loſt , and only theſe Officers, 
Capt. Fowlis, Capt. Worden, and Capt. Finch, Colonel 
Hamilton had his Legg (hot, of which returning home, he 
died at London. All the reft that Engaged came off very 

bravely. 5 
Now from the time of this Action to the ach of Tune 
little was done, ſave the repairing of dele&s, and amend- 
ing our Tackle, towards which we were all i]l furniſhed as 
we were with all other Neceſlaries, not having ſo much as 
Needles and Thread ſufficient for the work, to the great 
Praiſe of our Providers be it ſpoken. And though his- 
Highneſs had made it his Bufinefs Nigbt and Day to get 
the promiſed Supplies of -——_— aboard, and ſome = 
| 2 UNGET- 
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" undertaken fo do it, yet it came to no Effea.* On the 
34, of Tune, which was the day beiore our Second Engage- 
ment, his Highneſs ſuſpeting the Enemy, that Riding on 
their own Coaſt they might be refitted and furniſhed with 
all things, the which bcneft they knew ( as the Wind 
Rtood) we could not have, and ſo would be Encouraged 
to come out again upon us, beſtirred himſelf exccedingly 
to get into a poſture fit to receive them : and not preſu- 


ming to truſt himſelf the ſecond time in the Rojal Charles, 


he this day quitted her, and having opportunity of Wea- 
- ther, went abcard the Roga/ Soveraign, where imagining 
the Enemy might Attack us that Night, he went notto 


Bed. but waited till Morning, Tazethe 4th. when about - 


'9 a Clock cur Sccuts gave the Sign, That the Encmy was 
a Weighing with ſrelh Sea-men and Provifions, to take 


their advantarce againſt us, as they very fairly had it; for 


then a range thing was done by Sir Edward Sprapg, who, 
though he was told of the Enemy, and ſaw them himſelf, 
vet would needs loſe ſo much time as to come fix Miles in 
bis Boat, and bring his Recr Admiral my Lord of Offory 


along with him aboard the Soveraign, under a pretence of 


Buſineſs; the Corſcquence whereof was, That the Ene- 
By coming cn with ihe advantage of a ſtiff Gale of Wind 
at N. E. The Blew Squadron Commanded by Sir Edward 
Spragp, by realon of his abſence, ſtood not away cloſe by 


the Wind to the Northward, as be had b:en Ordered to. 


do, though his Highncls with all poſſible ſpecd haftened 
him back; who being got on Board, at length, after loſs 


of time, made Sayl to the Northward. | This paſſag: of 


| Sir Edward Spragg beins obſerved by Count 4' Eftrees, he 
thereupon.took occafion to lay by, and delay time 3 which 


point of behaviour we knew not what to think of, it be- 
_ ng the ſeaſon. of Ation, for that the Dutch were bearing 
down to us. And now more then ever we became ſenſible 


of the want of Sca men, not having enough to Weigh up 


our Anchors ;. ſo that to prevent a greater miſchief, his 


o 
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4. Highneſs was conftrained to order the cutting off his own 
FE Cable, that we might be up with the Enemy. . By this 
time Tromp with the Van became Engaged with Spragg, 
and de Ruyter with his Highneſs, who made a ſhew as if he 
] would come very near us ; but before he came within Mufl- 
quet ſhot, he ſprung his Loof, and cloſed his Wind as 
' much as he could, going off on a ſudden for good and all; 
and then clofing with Trop , their- whole Fleet being 
bravely repulſed, they cautiouſly Rood Pelting at-us.at a: 
orcat diſtance, that.they might te.the nearer to their Re- 
ſerve of ſecurity within the Sands at Schozewelt upon occa» 
ſion. Ir was about 5 a. Clock in the Afternoon that the 
Engagcment began.; and when they were reduced to Pel- 
ting, it fo continued till x1 or 42 a Clock at Night; well: 
the while keeping our Ground, notwithſtanding their Fire- 
| ſhips ;. after which they Tack'd, ſtanding towards the Eaft: 
Hh” Scutherly. Then about two in: the Morning we Tack'd: 
alfo, ana ſtood aſter them. but. ſeeing no liketthaod of: 
_ reaching them before. they could get within the Sands, we. 
thought not meet to follow them any further,and ſo Tack'd: 
acain and Rood ſor. our own Coaft. What Loſs they ſu-: 
tained, we, by reaſon of their going off in ſuch a Confu-- 
fio }. cagnottell, Oa our fide we loſt very few of our Men, 
ana of our Commanders only Capt.' #hite of the war- 
ſvight and Capt. Sadlington of the (rown were killed ; of 
the Foct Officers, Capt. Henſhaw, and Lieutenant. Fitz: 
Gerald ; and Lieutenant, T#ftom. was.wounded:- Bur' for 
our Ships, as in the firſt Expagement, aſter we had ſuffici- 
ently beaten the Enemy, we came off without the loſs of- 
Fa, one man of War, or ſo much:as one Ship touching the 
Ground, though that Fight was maintained ina dangerous 
i place. So in this Second Engagement, wherein the Enemy 
4 came on-with the advantage -of the Wind , Freſh Men, . 
| and Proviſions, ec. againſt us; we loft never a Ship, . and: 
I] but few Men. . For which "His Majeſty and the Nation _ 
; ewes much, next under God, .to bis Highneſs; -who-at a- £ 
} _ - time. 
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time when non-ſupplics, and want of Men, and of all ne- 
cellaries, would have ftartled any man, gave ſuch ſignal 
Evidence of his Courage, Diligence and Prudence in the 
Condu& of the Fleet, as is Admirable ro conſider in fo 
oreat Diſcouragement and Diſorder as we were under, by 
reaſon - of the prepoſterous behaviour 'and delays of ſome 
others. hs 

The next day, being Fre the 57h and no Enemy in 
ſight, we had leiſure to conſider our Condition ; -and then 
from the whole ' Fleet came miſcrable complaints to his 
_ Highneſs of want of Sea-men, and all manner of things 
in every Ship, though all things had been often written 
for, and promiſed they ſhould be ſent after us ; the Com- 
 manders exclatming they ſhould be thus expoſed, ſo as not 
to have convenient Supplies, but be in want of Powder, 
Shot, Water, - Beer, and ſmall ftores, Filhes, and what 
\._ Not 3 Wwhercupon it being impoſſible to avoid a going 

home, to revicual and refit our ſelves preſently, we ſer 


Sayl for the G#x fleet, and about 9 a Clock at Night came 


'to an Anchor there, and thence the following day made 
towards the Buoy of the Nore, where on the eighth of Tune 
we Rode at Anehor, and on the 14th his Highneſs re- 
turned to Loxaop to give His Majeſty an Account how 
things ſtood , and to Preſs on a ſpeedy ſupplying of all 
Neceflaries for the Refitting of the Fleet out to Sea 
again. | 
_ "Onthe 21 2. his Highneſs returned to the Fleet again, 
where, with indefatigable Induftry, he ſet all things in for- 
wardneſs, and made ſo quick diſpatch, that had not a de- 
lay intervencd, about a deſign of ſending Souldiers to be 


Landed by us in Hollayd, we had been much ſooner out at 
| Sea: butby the'£6zh of Fuly his Highneſs Weighed; and 


His Majefty alſo in his Yacht, having a ftrong Gale at 5S. 7. 
and: came to the eMiddle-ground , where humbly taking 
his leave of His Majefty, he quickly got the Fleet through 
_ * the Narrow, and on the 9th of July ſtood: with an eafic 


Sayl 
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| Sayl for the Coaſt of Zealand. The next day we diſcovered 
the Enemies Fleet at Anchor in the Schonevelr,bearing S. F. 
_ of us: On the 224. in the Morning we ftood to Sea;; the 
Enemy no ſooner - perceived it but they ood after' ns, 
and the Wind Veering ſuddenly to the S.:; made them 
get the Wind of us, ſo that none of our fhips could wea- 
ther them. And to wave an Engaging, for which when 
they ſaw us putting -our ſelves in Order, they Rood: for 
their own Coaft again, and we purſued our Reſolution of : 
Rand along rheir Coaft, which we did the 247. look- 
ing into the V/y to Anchor fair off of the Texel. So that. 
on the 9th. of Auguſt we had the opportunity of taking 


| one of the Dutch Eſt Indea Ships called the Papenburgh , 
| making homewards. On:the 10th. we had fight again of 

Ei. the Holland Fleet ftanding to the Northward, -and bore 

q- 55's downto them. Then his Highneſs Commaded the 


French a particu'ar coure, the Enemy being come three 
K Leagues to Leeward of us; but here the French were plea- 
| ſed to give us an_early Taft of their Temper : For; their 
Fleet lay by twice that Night, and -madeſo little Say], 
| that the Enemy had opportunity to ſtretch out a head of 
| vs. The firfttime that the French now faltered thus was 
| about 11 a Clock at Night ; which his Highneſs wonder: 
ing at, as contrary to Order, our whole Fleet was forced to 
lye bywhileft a Meſſenger was ſent on' Board the Count 
a Eftrees to know ths reaſon, and to Order him to make 
Sayl ogain. Nevertheleſs, after a Intle more' Sayl made, . 
he about one a Clock in the Morning laid his Sayls to the 
Matt again ; which gave aſecond top to our Elect, while 
his Highnt(s ſent a Meſſage by a ſetpnd Meflenger to''the 
ſame purpoſe. And by this means the *Dutth,' making*all 
the Sayl they could, and the Wind Vetring tothe F. and. 
E. by S. they got the advantage of the Windjof us, being 
cloſe by the Shore under (:mperdown. About break-day 
we ſaw them abour a League and half ſto \Windward of us, 
the Wind'being thewat' E, S., E, fair Weather : at. which 
| T8 eg OE on Fs _ time 
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time both our Fleet and theirs were tanding to the North- 
ward, Upon this his Highneſs ftretcht it: away till ſix 'in 
the Morning, being Monday the'11th of Anuguſt. The 
Dutch being then to Windward, began to bear down upon 
him: Whereupon -his Highneſs thought ft to Tack, not 
having Room to the Eaſftward. to Fight ; by which Tack- 
ing the Fleet was brought into.a very good Line and Order. 
The Wind now at. E. his Highneſs prepared all things 
 fof a full and deciding Batte], putting abroad the Signal for 
« our. Fleet to Tack to the Southward z; which they did. He 
had put the-Frexch in the'Van, himſelf in the Middle, and 
Sir Edward Spragg inthe Reer. Our Fleet being extended 
longer than: the Enemies, and the Wind coming to the 
South, the French lay fair to.get the Wind of them. How- 
ever, the Enemy ſbore down and Engaged us; de Ruyter 
undertook 'his Highneſs: Tromp provoked Sir Edward 
Spragg and his Blew Squadron, who laid his fore-top Sayl 
to the Maft to ſtay for him, contrary to his Highneſs's Fx- 
preſs Ocdery, and his own Duty ; while de Ruyter and Ban: 
kaert Vice Admiral of Zealand, both of them with all 
their Mca of War and Fireſhips, came down upon his 
Highneſs his'Red Squadron, except eight Men of War 
of the Zealand Squadron, whom Bankaert had ſent with 
three Fireſhips to fall upon the Reer of the FrexchSquadron ; 
where Monficur de Martel, the French Vice Admiral, 
being Cannon ſhot nearer to the Commanded party of Zea- 
land, than any other Ship of his Diviſion, received Five of 
them with ſuch bravery of Reſo/ution, that he fought them 
.two hours, and was ſo fortunate as to diſable one of them, 
which the reſt: had. enough to do to carry off; but by the 
way ſhe. appeared to be on Fire, cauſed by ſome Fire-balls 
that had been ſhot into her. This Gentleman de «Marte! 
ſeems by many Circumftancts a mott Gallant Man, Zea- 
-} lous of his own:Honour, and the Honour of his Nation, and 
'W _ Faithful co the utmoſt ;. ſo that when he had obſerved the 
W-:- Carriage of his own Admiral Count 4d Efrees upon this 
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'dceaſion , he afrer the Fight 2, the- Prince an Accouat 
thereof in a particular Relation, it being as he ſaid ,- the 
ſame that he had ſent to his Maſter the King of Frexce ; 
wherein he taxed the Count, that he gave thoſe Zealan- 
ders leave to paſs by the whole Squadron of the Frtnch 
wich their diſabled ſhip, to ſecure her and themfelves in 
making back to the reſt of their Zealand party : of which 
when de Martelchallenged the Captains of his Diviſion for 
tailing to relieve him,they {aid they kadOrdcrs frem Mon- 
fleur de Eftrees tO regard rote of his Motions, fo that ir 
ſcems the Count chefs enthei roventurea polnt of Honcnr, 
then depart from his own private reſerve of mind. This 
Action being over, de Martel retired, and united again 
with the main Body of the Freaxch Squadron ; where he 
afterwards durſt not be ſo forward any more, but ſtood a; 
o_ _ as thereſt of his Fellows: Of which more by and 
"By this behaviour of Je Eſftrees there 13 Ground cnough 
'& * to Collect, That de Rayter and the Zealand Vice- damiral 
*F were before hand pretty confident, th aithe Frexch would 
not hurt them : whichmade the Zealander fond orely that 
ſmall party of Menof War, to fall upon Je Marte! for 
his forwardneſs ; elſe there had been no reaſon he ſhould 
have preſumed ſo far tb negle& the French, as to unite 
1 himſelf and all the reſt of the Zealanders with! the Squa- 
x dronof de Ruyter, to bring their whole force"upon his 
Highneſs, | 
|. - 7 wasabout 8, a Clockerre the Fight began, and before 
© | I - 9-therefella Fogg, with a {mall Rain, which continued 
hintil high Noon; then it cleared up, and the Wind came 
+ ro the South, which put the Frexch being a head, to 
£. Windwardefthe Dutch: And then the Bartel] being re- 
* *  1ewed, the whole burthen and brunt of de Regter and Bar- 


- eaert, (thoſe Men of War alſo that foughr de 4tartcl being 
FP 3 nite) fell again upon his Highnels and Sir Fehn Hav- 
bi -Þ Fol WEL : >. ASI 

4 na Diviſion, while the French, inſtead of Tacking 20 
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Bur betides this, ir was ſtrange that SIr Edward Sprapg, 
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Engaging the Enemy (a3 A... FOO them ) ſtood 
away to the $, E. the Wind then ar $. $8... and" ſtood 
full cwo Leagues away before they Tack'd again, adding 
this Complement to the forfncr , when they gave the 
elght Zealand Men of War frec paſſage back from de Martel 
to cheir Fellows, Now as tlits gave great Encouragement 
to theEnemy, fo it would have appall'd any - Man leſs 
Couragiouz then the Prince, to {ce himſelf thus deferred. 


_ 


contrary ro Order, and to the (olemn atlurance that he 
gave his Highneſs in Perſon the day before, not to be from 


his fide, ſhould make a {cparate Fighting with Tromp fo 
far Leewardofalltiie reſt, Nor was his Highneſles Reer- 
Admiral Sir Fobz Chichely with lits Diviton near, becauſe 
the Enemy had ſoon interpaled between him and -the 
Prince; ſo that betwixt twelve and one of the Clock, his 
Highneſs was wholly ſurrounded by. the Ducth, being 
prefied by de Ruyter and his Squadron on his Lee-quarter , 
an Admiral wich two Flags more on his Veather-quarter, 
and the Zealand Squadron vn his broad-ſide ro Windward, 
Thus they imployed all their Forces, having deſigned ro 
take no more notice of the Frexch than the French did of 
them, or of his Highneſs ;- although they had continually 
11 their Eye, the Blew Flagg fet upoz the Mizon Peek , which 
was the Signal tofall on, expreſly fet down inthe Genera] 
In{tru&ions tor Fighting, which had been fent before by 


his Highneſs to Count a” Eftrees ; which hath been atteſted 


alſo by Aartel1n his Relation, and that the Prince did 
give the Signal before mentioned, with all other ſigns that 
might incite d' Eftrees to bear down to his Afhſtance, ha- 
vinga fair Wind for the purpoſe ; but that inſtead of this, 
he kept the VVind, contenting himſelf to give his ſhips 
more than Cannon and halt diftance from thee Enemy, 
And *tis related further by de Martel, That himſelt ſaw 
very well how ſhameful this was z but being under Cem- 
mand now, not to Attempt avy thing without Order "_ 

the 
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the Count, and beſides, p To to truſt the Captains 
'of his own party to follow him, who in the former Aion 
this day had deſerted him, he ſhrugged up his ſhoulders, 
and could do no more but forbid any ſhooting from his 
ſhip : And he concludes his Relation with theſe words , 
That if the Count would have fallex tn with the fair Wind upon de 
Ruyrer 4nd Bankaert, at their firſt Engaging, who far exceeded 
the Prince in number of force, they muſt needs have been incloſea 
between his Highneſs and d' Eftrrees, andſo there would bave 
beenan entire Defeat of the Enemy. | 
Nevertheleſs, - his Highnets proſecuted the Eight on, 
withanundaunted mind,and ſoanſwered them at all pointes, 
that he gave them enough of it , and fo forced them to 
give way, That he {oon got an opportunity to joyn with Sir 
Fhox Chichely : which being done, about wwoof the Clock 
is Highnefs diſcovered Sir Edward Spragg With his Blew 
Squadronat a great diſtance, about 3 Leagues to Lee-ward, 
bearing A. N.'E. and not knowing what Condition 
that Squadron was in, and not hearing the Guns well 
plyed, he made all che fayl hecould rowards them, to 
unte and relieve them, if he ſhould find occaſion requi- 
red it, Fu 
No fooner had de Rnyter perceived the deſign of the 
Prince, bur he left Firing , and bore away alſo with his 
whole Fleet, to the reliet of Tromp:; ſo that both. Fleets 
ran down fide by fide within Range of Cannon-ſhot ; but 
withour firing 0n either fide; and as we were fayling down, 
we {aw many of Spragg's Blew ſquadron, which we judged: 
had received {ome -damage to VVindward ot his Body ; 
. and ſome of the Red likewiſe, to whom his Highneſs fired 
a Gun, asa call to them to bear down to him : notwith- 
ftanding which they did not ; bur about 4. a Clock we 
were got nigh the Blew Squaaron, where we found Sir Ed- 
ward Sprazg's ſhip the Royal Prince wholly difablcd, ber 
Main-matt, Mizon-maft, and forcrop-matt ſhot away , 
and divers more1nips of his ſquadrow difabled, the. Vice- 
_ A dmi1- 
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| Admiralotthe Blew layingco Windward of her, men lng 
his Sails and Rigging ; the Earl of Ofſery, Reer-Admira 


of the Blew, Jay aſtern of tl.e. 86zal Prince, between -l:cr 


andthe Enemy.; bending of his new Sails,. and mending 


his Rigging, and two Frigats by him: whereupon his 


| Highneſs ſent two Frigats to. take the Royal Prince in a 
Tow. 


— Now Tromps Squadron lay to the Eaſtward of them, 
ſome of them Diſabled alfo of their Top-mafts and Yards, 
part of. his Seuadron with his Viice- Admiral and Reer- 


Admiral] ſtanding to the Eaſtward cloſe by a.VVind with 


all theſailtheycouldtogain ir,. and fo they Tack'c again 


upon the Blew ;- at which time we came near them, being 


abour four a Clock: Then ae Ruyter fired a Gun, upon 
which Tremp Tackr ,. with deſign tro make themſelves 
Maſters of our Lame ſhips, viz. Tie Royal Prance and 
others; the Royal Prince being bravely defended by Sir John 
Kempihorn, and the Earl of Offery, and aſliſied by fome 
of. the ſame Squadron, Tuis made us lay by for Sir Foh7 
Kempthorn, to get our Fleet in order to Attack. the Ene- 


my again,and then his Highneſs put out the Blew Flagg «por 


the M/207-Peekywhich 1s the uſnal Signal to bring all rhe 


Ships into the Generals Wakeor Grains, and ſet Ketches , 


$100p3 and Boats,. to ſhips that were to windward , to 


Command them in : whereupon we boreup, and ſteered 


in berween de Ruyter and our Lame ſhips, and fired a Gun 
to ſome of our own ſhip; to windward to bear down; but 
30ne came near to Afſiſt his Highneſs bur Sir Fohn Kemp- 
thorn and my Lord Offery, fo we have reaſon to believe, 


that except hts Highneſs had come in ſo happily to therelict, 


che Blew $qudron bad been totally loſt,. fince they were ſo 


Pilab]ed, that no more of them but thoſe two Flags only 


were in a condition-ro give them any Aſliftance in a fur- 
thcr encountring with the Enemy, | 
About 5. a Clock de Ruyter with all his Flaggs and Fleet, 
came ſide by ſide cloſe up with the Prince : ſo there began 
& VEeY 
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a very {harp Wh: ; * Higineſs had note beſides 
the Vice-Admiral & Reer-Admiral of the Blew to ſecond 
him, bur Sir Fohz» Harman, Captain Davts in the Triumph, 
Capt: Stout in the Warſpight, and his Highneſſes own Divi- 
fion,Str Fohn Holmes 1n the. Rupert, Captain Legge in the 
Rojal Katherine, Sit John Berry 1n the Reſolution, Sir 7ohr 
Early in the Henry, Sir Roger Strickland in the Aary, and 
Cap:. Carter inthe Crown, a 4th. Rate ſhip; 1n all, not 
above 13, or 14. ſhips: The Fight was very ſharp and 
cloſe; about 7, a Clock his Highneſs forced the Enemy 
into a very great diſorder, and then ſent two Fire-ſhips 
am..ngſt them ; which increaſed it ; and if the French, who 
now again lay at a cohvenient diſtance to Windward ,. 
would have obeyed the Prince hits ſignal, and bore down 
upon the Enemy according to their Duty, we mnſt needs: 


have Routed them, and, Torn chem in Pieces.. 1t was the. 


plaincſt and greateſt opportunity that ever was loſt at Sea. 
The Fight continued till the day was, nigh ſpent, and the 
Sun juſt ſetting; all which .time his Highneſs ſeeing my 
Lord of Offeryand Sir Fohz Kempthorn both in ſome mea- 
ſure Diſabled, and none elſe likely.ro be Aſſiſting ;to make. 
a through end of the Buſineſ*, it was kigh time to carry - 
off our Diſabled (hips; to which purpoſe he. edged off 10- 
wards themwith an. caſic {ail , and the Dutch laid their. 
heads to the Eaſtward : ſothe Battel ended. 
When the Niglit had parted us and the Enemy, and no 
more was to be done, came a- Meſſenger from Coun 4 
Eftrees the Freach Admiral, to demand Orders, and to 
know what was meant by the Blew Flagg upon the Mizon-. 
Peek, though all the Engliſh knew, and fo did his own. 
Vice-Admiral acknowledge, and the Inſtrudticns: for 
Fighting which the Prince had ſent him, and others of the 
French Gaptains can tell, and all the World,. that he had 
as much Reaſon to know it, and more Eminently, than 
any of themſelves ; however, it was cunningly done of 
Count @* Eftrees, by a.ſpecial Meſſage to oonyion: the 
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whoteafait thus witha. perfe& Mockery, after the Hollar 


ders had ftood off to their own Coaſt. 

As tothe Dammage on either {ide, great Execution was 
done upop the Tackle and Rigging by both Parties, and 
divers Ships diſabled 5 Tromp ſhifted his Ship on thar-Ac- 
counronce, 'and Str Edward Spragg twice z ſo that when 
the Rozal Prince was diſabled, he went and ſer up hi; Flag in 
the St. George 3 Which becoming diſabledalſo,he was tain 
ro take Boat to goon Board the Royal Charles, and had not 
Rowed ten Boats length, but a Bullet came and broke 
his Boat They made back again as faſt as they could, 
before they could get withinthrow of the Ropes, tt.e Boar 


ſunk, and Sir Edward Spragg was drowned, though when . 


he was taken up his Head and Shoulders were found above 
VVarter, his Arms having taken ſo dead a hold of fome paxt 
of the'Boar, that they 'conld nor di{-engage him from its 
Netther we nor the Frezch loft one Ship of War ; only the 
Henrietta Yacht was funk by the ſide of my Lord Of ory, 
Of the {lain we are to reckon Captain Le eve, Captain 
Merryweather of the Duke of Backinghams Regiment, being 


Foot-Officers, and Mr. May a Yolunteer, Of Sea.» 
Comrhanders Sir wi4;am Reeves (a perſon. of great bra- 


very, onethat from his youth had been Educatcd by his 


Highnefs, and who : had conſtantly attended him with 


| high Courage, and Fidelicy in all Fortunes by Sea and 
Land ; ſo tharhearrived to che $kill, and made good the 
CharaQter of a Gallant Commander) and Captain Hey- 


ward (a Gallant old Sea-man) borh dyed of their wounds, 
which were all of note thar we hear of, In his Higneſs's 


own Ship were ſixty menſlain and dangerouſly wounded. 
W hart the Enemy loft washard to detcrmine ; but two 


of their great Ships of 70. and 60. Guns were loſt, in our 


fighr, titre oneſunk.by Sir Foz Kemptharne, Two of the 
Dutch Flag- Officers with ſeveral Captains were ſlain; and 
_ of Common Sea-men a very conliderable rumber. 


Now 


( #E-J 
Now, having run over all the F MOR of this Sum- 
mers Action , let us paule a little, and confider the He- 
roick behavior of the Excellent Prince ; how 'Gloriouſly 
he acquitted himſelf in all theparts of a great General, 
and whether it were poſlible for any Man, under ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances, to do mote than he hath dene? In the midſt 
of ſo many intrigues of Oppoſition here ar home, ſo many 
delays of his Commiſhon, ſo few Powers contained in ir , 
ſuch ſcanty number of Sca-men, ſo little aflurance of di- 
vers Chiet Commanders, ſuch failure of Proviſions, ſuch 
want of Ammunition and all other Neceflaries,ſuch deceit 
of Navy-Officers, ſuch nan-ob{ervance of Orders at Sea 
amongit his own Exgliſh, and fo manifeſt defections of the 
French, not to be Staggered in his Reſolution, nor to be 
ur out of all Patience and Prudence in Aion, nor to 
abate of his Aﬀection and Zeal for the Honour and Service 
of hHis Majeſty, the ſateguard and Intereſt of Religion 
and the Kingdom, ina ſcaſon when fo many Popiſh Pro- 
jeors plaid a Game under board, and above too, will be 
an everlaſting Argument of his Highneſſes Valour and 
Renown z and mult needs bea firong Obligation upcn the 
King, the Parliament, and people of England ; who are 
now left rojudge, whether it was nota wonderful good. 
Providence of God, and one of the moſt memorable 
pieces of Service ever done at Sea , to ſurmountall thoſe 
difficulties, and even Envy it ſelf ; and after ay to, bring 
home the Fleet Royal of England, without the*loſs If one 


Man of War, to her own (hore in ſafety, in deſpig hrof all 


Enemies that deſigned otherwile by Sea and Land 
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